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Betty Thompson was a deeply beloved figure in St. Louis, not only for her groundbreaking political 

career and trailblazing civil rights work, but most notably for her warm and giving spirit. Her altruistic 

reach transcended the chaos of politics and gave space for the beauty in public service. She remained 

true to her values and led from a place of service and deep love of community. This approach to her 

work led her to opening so many doors in politics for our region as a barrier-breaking politician who 

was the first Black woman to serve on the University City Council. Not only did she open doors, but 

she extended her hand to bring the next generation of leaders along with her. Her passion and vigor 

was ever present, as she famously said, “We want you to wake up! Get up! Sit up! Look up! Dress up! 

Eat up! Pray up! Pay up! And if you can’t do that, then you should just stay home and shut up!”

She so beautifully took issues that most pained her, like her struggle with alopecia, and turned them into 

positive change in her legislative efforts. Ms. Thompson sponsored legislation that created a pathway 

for children with alopecia to receive hairpieces. This legislation was essential to Medicaid developing 

a policy that gave provision for expenses related to scalp prosthesis. 

This, along with so many other efforts of Representative Thompson, are a wonderful depiction of the 

vigor and depth with which she loved her community. That love will unquestionably be widely missed 

— but it was a love so genuine it will most certainly leave rippling effects for years to come. So though 

we mourn her loss, we also celebrate her life. It was a life well lived indeed. 

CORI BUSH
Member of Congress
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There are no words that can truly encapsulate what Hazel Erby meant to the St. Louis region. She was 
a true personification of a public servant. She served with grace, class, integrity, and most importantly 
from a deep place in her heart — a place that was filled with love for her community. That love was 
always evidenced by the vigor, passion, and unrelenting disposition she would approach her work 
with. She was a community icon and a legislative trailblazer, unafraid of going where others would 
not venture to go and speaking when many stayed silent. During my run for office, she maintained 
her love and support of me and she was a bedrock of encouragement when I needed it most. I faced 
so many obstacles throughout my political journey and her unyielding support and encouragement to 
both me and my staff will be etched in my heart forever. Hazel Erby was driven by doing what’s right 
for all people, starting with those among us who have the least because she clearly understood that’s 
what matters.

“Mama Hazel”’s  legacy will be felt for years to come as it is in the work she accomplished and all of the 
lives she touched. She was deeply committed  to equity in government funding and was instrumental 
in establishing legislation that outlined standards and requirements for minority participation in 
government contracts. She also played a key role in securing funds for a recreation center in St. Louis 
County. Hazel Erby had a vision for St. Louis County, and she worked tirelessly on and off platforms 
and stages to see that vision become a reality. 

We are deeply saddened by the loss of this community giant, and I, like the rest of my community, am 
mourning her death. That said, I take great comfort and joy in the fact that she is left this world with 
an empty cup because she’s poured so much of herself out for the betterment of our world. I’d say there 
is no better way to live. We are no doubt indebted to her for the service she’s paid to our community.

Thank You Hazel Erby.

CORI BUSH
Member of Congress
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